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My neighbour is a rather strange character.  She doesn’t speak to us very much even though we have tried to be friendly.  She has a huge Leylandii hedge that must be 15 metres tall.  It casts a gloom over our garden, which is always damp and nothing grows well in it.  Someone told us we can get an ASBO on her but that seems a bit drastic – or do you think we should give it a try?

You’re only being told half a tale here, and taking out an ASBO is most definitely the wrong way of going about things.  However, high hedges have caused a huge amount of neighbour conflicts in the past.  I’m sure you can recall reading some pretty sad cases in the papers where neighbours ended up at war with each other – sometimes to the point of violence.  Leylandii is one particular variety of hedge that seems to cause a lot of tension – I’m no gardener but I believe it has little virtue other than being fast growing and dense.

Rather oddly, Parliament included a remedy to this problem in the Anti-Social Behaviour Act of 2003.    This is where your friend has got the ASBO reference from, but I suppose that sends out a rather confrontational message, and of course confrontation is always the wrong way to go about things like this.  First of all, you should try and broach the problem with your neighbour.  You say she’s rather strange - but maybe she just likes her privacy, or is a little shy.  Generally most people are reasonable, so approach things in a calm manner with her.

For the few who are unreasonable, you can however make a high hedge complaint to your local council.  If you call in there, you should be able to get some more information.  The procedure only applies to evergreen and semi-evergreen trees and shrubs over 2 metres above ground level, and your council will expect to be involved only as a last resort.  They’ll charge a fee, but they will examine the hedge and decide whether or not work needs to be done to it.   They’ll be looking at issues of shelter, privacy, damage to plants, overhanging branches, blocking of views, and whether or not these issues are disproportionate or oppressive.  And ultimately, an order can be made to deal with the present problem and future maintenance of the hedge.   Hopefully things would never need to go further than that.  But the Act does give your council the power to go in and do the work and impose fines against those who are truly awkward.

